
STRANGE EDEN AMID
Capt. Koch and Two Companions Who Spent
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two decades, and

et there Is still much to learn
shout th.it region of the earth. Knud
Rasmussen, who recently returned from
North Greenland, Is the latest to bring
news of that Icehound part of the globe.
He Is nut ready to take the world Into
his confidence, having some lectures to
prepare and a book to write before his
story Is given to the public. However,
there Is an Item about his, expedition
which seems worth telling now.

One lVter Freuchen, map maker of
the party, ptumblcd upon a cache made
ly IVary twenty-on- e years ago. The
Arctic winds by chance had blown the
loose snow away, thus exposing the
traces of Peary's work. Freuchen says:

"We found five big skeletons of musk
oxen, on the skulls of which was still
preserved the creatures' hair. But the
strangest part of our discovery In the
cache Itself was an empty bottle con-
taining three clippings from The New
York Sun of July 21, 1S92, and the pa-

pers were only slightly discolored after
all those years. The bottle In which the
clippings reposed bore on Its cork the
printed words, 'Barton-Guestle- r, Bor-

deaux.' The aroma from the cork had
filled the bottle and was so delicious
that I swore to trace the brand to Its
tourte should T live to return to civ-

ilization."
There Is greater Interest In another

Danish expedition, under Capt. J. P.
Koch, which spent last winter In Green-
land primarily to study the leu of
that northern continent. As a matter
of fact the glacial cloak which covers
that distant region Is gradually slipping
uway into the sea, and It may be within
the realm of science to foretell when
that part of the world shall again be
enlant throughout the better part of

Its area.
The lure of tho northland Is difficult

wo on the eve of a revolution
the system of transporting

matter over long dis.
tances? Are the railway trains

to h ivc a formidable rival In this service?
Many higns point in this direction. E. M.
Morgan, New York's postmaster, la quite
convinced that a new era is near. He
fniuidy admits that carriage by trunk
line railways is not meeting the pressing
demand of

At the present time the mail cars are
nlmoit invariably integral parts of pas-tftii'i- T

trains. Their speed is restricted.
Therefore tho chances of materially ex-
pediting the mails upon the trunk lines
ate not particularly promising. What
then can bo done to meet the growing
tie'ils of business?

livery new agency that haB bettered
the means of written or vocal communl-cviiio- n

has Increased greatly the volume
of business and the number of letters.
Th" totnitig of the telegraph was fol-
lowed by u responsive increment In first
il - K)stal matter. In commercial prao- -

' '" i letter generally confirms a tole-I- "

1'ihtu order for the sake of the legal
value of the record and because of the
greater details which are Incorporated
in tho communication whloh goes by post.

Tli'j telephone did all that the electrio
"''graph did but exercised its influence
primarily within the cities and towns im
mediately concerned at first. Then as
t!i" uso of the service grew and long dls-tan- ee

telephony developed there was an
evrionim.ny expansion of business in

of jrWa Great Gtmci
to resist, and after more thnn one ex-
perience with hardships In that frigid
region Capt. Koch returned there with
a small party a year ago to complete
the exploration of a puzzling climatic
anomaly upon which he had stumbled
previously. This was In Queen Luise
Land, which rears its broad shoulder?
from amid Greenland's Ice cap and
smiles radiantly In the flora of spring-
time more thnn a month In advance of
the sc.icoast of tho same latitude.

In 1906-0- 8 Capt. Koch travelled over
part of Greenland under the leadership
of Myllus Erlchscn, but, unlike his un-
fortunate chief, he managed to get back
to civilization. It was whllo making
his desperate struggle toward the coast
that Cupt. Koch and his well nigh ex-
hausted companions happened by merest
chance upon Queen Lutse Kind. It
was such a contradiction to the sur-
rounding physical conditions that they
longed to examine It at some length, but
they were too worn out to do more than
make a casual Inspection of a part of
Its easternmost border as they struggled
back to one of the coastal villages.

So remarkable were the geological
and Uho biological conditions of that
strange land that Capt. Koch made up
his mind to return there for the pur-
pose of making a complete survey when
circumstances permitted. His present
undertaking Is an effort toward realiz-
ing this desire, and In a few weeks
now we shall probably know how well
he has succeeded.

Capt. Koch's present party Is. a small
one. Besides himself It consists of Dr.
A. Wegener, meteorologist, of the Uni-
versity of Marburg, Germany, and Dr.
A. A. Lundager, botanist. In the be-
ginning his force Included an Icelander
named Slgurdson, whose principal func-
tion was to recruit a part of the trans-
port equipment, and in this work there
was a novel feature.

In the past Eskimo dogs have been
the chief reliance of Arctic travellers
for the hauling, but Capt. Koch has
broken away from tradition and is

upon Iceland ponies for this
work.

At the outset he had fifteen of these
animals, and theirs was tho task of

dustry within every twenty-fou- r hours.
Something had to be done to mako the
speedy preparation of letters possible,
and the typewriter came into being. It
would be difficult to estimate accurately
just how much tho telephone and tho
typewriter have done toward swelling
the vast postal activity of to-da- but that
they have outranked all other influences
in this direction cannot be gainsaid.

What is capable of being traced is tho
bulk of tho first class mail, which has
grown since these two instruments of
latter day intercourse have come Into
widespread use, and tho figures are
astonishing. In a period of three years
the railways supplied tho post office with
an increase in mileage of nearly 12 per
cent., this independently of the volume
of the postal matter carried, and the fig-

ures have boon mounting steadily since
these were taken for comparison in 1010.
In 1907 the railways furnished tho post
office 387,557,165 miles of transportation
and in 1010 the total reached a mileage
of 426,823,109.
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drawing inland from Denmark Harbor
to the eastern edge of Queen Luise
Land, a distance of 1G0 miles from the
coast, the entire camp outfit, weighing

This is a pretty fair indication of tho
art tho trunk Hnes play in getting letters

to their destinations and incidentally
emphasizes tho need of moro rapid means
of for letters and regis-
tered parcels going !oyond tho limits
of the city. Compared with tho telephone
service and the letter producing type-
writer, tho "limited trains as an agency
of intercourse trail over the landscape,
relatively speaking, as if woighted with
leaden heels.

Before it is possible to appreciate what
is coming in the future to make postal
intercourse quicker twtwoen business
centres of tho country it is necessary to
consider the germ of revolution as it is
developing within tho urban limits of
big cities. Perhaps you know that there
1b a mail tulxj service here in Manhattan
which has been doing effective but re-

stricted duty for some years. This is an
installation extending from the main
office downtewn to Harlem.

This tube is only eight inches in diam-
eter, and mall despatched to tho upper

ICE WASTES OF GREENLAND
the Winter in Queen Luise Land Expected Back Month
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about twenty tons. A goodly part of
this burden Included food for the ponies.
Most of these ponies Capt. Koch aban-
doned In May when he and his two

most limits of the route must bo relayed
a number of times before reaching its
destination. The eight inch tube is too
small to take a pouch of the regulation
size and tho letters must bo packod in
the container and taken out and again
packed for forwarding in passing on from
station to station. Tho impulse is com-
pressed air, and tho tubo is utilized only
to supplant tho moro leisurely transfer
by wagons, Ac. Tho horse drawn vehicle
is tho prevailing mode of getting tho mail
moved from point to point. Fortunately
motor vehicles will soon supplant these
horso drawn affairs and to that extent
thero will boa marked improvement. Hut
this change is not the ono needed most.

Some months ago Postmaster Morgan
and a commission appointed by the Fed
eral postal authorities took up tho ques-
tion of bringing the xstal facilities here
up to date, and they proposed the in
spallation of a double mail tube service
which should connect the branch Kst
offices at the two great railway terminals,

I the Grand Central and the Pennsylvania
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companions if all three have survived
the winter set out from Queen Luise
land to cross tUc Inland ice on their
journey to the west shore of Greenland.

stations, together with a supplemental
line reaching down to the main Post Ofllco
here in the heart of the business section.
The proposed tubes are to bo twenty-fou- r

inches in diameter and capable of
handling the regulation mail bags. This
would do away with the present loss of
time in rcpouching and would immensely
increase the hourly mail
capacity.

To-da- y between the Grand Central
and stations the wagons
run nearly the full twenty-fo- ur hours in
order to carry the 4,000 or more pouches
of mail Involved. It is estimated that
these bags have an average weight of
loo pounds and this means that 200 tons
of postal mutter must thus be handled
and disposed of over this route every
day. This of course does not represent
tho total of the city's service by any
means and does not include the

of mail from downtown to and
from these railway centres of shipment.

The now line would do this work speed-
ily, would not be liable to interference
by reason of blocked streets or weather
conditions! and the bags would bo des

th Tot-rei-n in tReAsa.
Six years of work previously In Green-

land taught Capt. Koch that hunger Is
not the only thing to be guarded against:
one of the gravest menaces Is that of
frostbite, and the feet of the Arctic
traveller heretofore have suffered most.
In the present expedition tho explorers
have been provided with wooden shoes
so big that there was room besides for
a lining of straw. It Is hoped that tho.so
proved effective protections not only
against tho cold but likewise against
the rough usage to which the footgear
has been subjected In trudging over
broken ground and traversing tho In-

land Ice.
Until very recently, that is until Capt.

Koch returned to Denmark four years
ngo, it was commonly believed that
Greenland's Ice cap completely covered
the whole of tho Interior territory. But
Capt. Koch then told the world of Queen
Luise Land and of the wonders of that
comparative Kden In the far away
north, which seemed to defy the grim
barrier of surrounding Ice, which under
normal circumstances would have
doomed that region to certain barren-
ness.

Strangely to the contrary. Queen
Luise Land blazed with the color of
myriads of beautiful Arctic flowers that
turned the rugged land into a writable
garden, and tho heather and the poppy
lent their share to the floral richness.
The hare and the fox were abundant,
breaking from cover In large numbers.
and tho musk ox was found from time
to time. But thero was still another
reason for wonderment: Summer
reached this Icebound land a whole
month sooner that It did the adjacent
coast.

The whole condition was an apparent
climatic paradox. Tho region was a
mirage turned into substance in a very
desert of ice. Capt. Koch but a short
while before leaving on his present cx
peditlon expressed himself as follows
regarding his own amazement: "Yc
stood faco to face with a geological
puzzle, tho mysterious glacial age. We
had before us an exact duplicate of the
Scandinavian mountains as they prob-
ably looked in those far distant days

patched from point to point nt a rato
ranging anywhere from twenty-fiv- e to
seventy-fiv- e miles an hour, as occasion
might require. Tho problem before the
local authorities is to decide which sys-
tem of a number submitted is the one best
fitted to meet Manhattan's needs.

Ilids have been submitted already and
the schemes nre either pneumatic or elec-
trical in their method of propulsion. All
of them have been tested either prac-
tically or experimentally, and apart from
their individual merits each nims to do
away with existing surface wagons and
to incrcaso tho velocity and tho volume
of tho postal matter to bo carried from
point to point within the limits specified.
In this movement toward better Bervice
New York is following in tho wake of
kindred efforts abroad.

The underground conduit or tube,
which is pretty costly to install, is not
the typo generally recommended for in-

tercity or interstate service. Tho major-
ity of the Installations are virtually ele-
vated viaducts of one sort or another
which can be laid over tho country with-
out any particular regard to territorial
contours, most of the systems being good
hill climbers und intended to follow tho
shortest route between points, in this

Tratl of tfi Glacial
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when their highest peaks began to rise
clear of the ice which had so long
burled them."

Why is Queen Lulso Land allvo with
animal and vegetable life, when all
around It for leagues upon leagues there
is nothing but a frigid waste? Is tho
nrea of this strange territory widening
year by year? Is it possible then for
the scientist to estimate tho coming of
the day when tho whole of Greenland
will be like this strange oasis?

These are some of the questions which
Capt, Koch and his fellow sclcntlstn
were anxious to answer, and probably
they may give us a 1 artlal if not an
entire solution of the enigma when they
return to civilization this summer.

Queen Luise Land at its highest point
so fur ascertained is moro than 0,000
feet above sea level, and 3,000 feet ot
this rises superior to the enveloping
glacial barrier. Just how thick the ice
cap really Is of course Is a matter of
pure speculation, but it no doubt ranges
uny where from GOO to 3,000 feet In
depth and may be of even greater
profundity. This la the frigid cloak
which Greenland has carried for ages,
and this indubitablo fact makes moro
astounding tho vegetable and animal
life which abounds upon that rugged,
uncovered surface.

According to tho programme, Capt.
Koch and his party were to hold to
their camp on tho eastern border of
Queen Luise Land until last February.
During March and April they were to
make a succession of expeditions over
that territory In their endeavor to ob-

tain a fuller knowledge of its 3,000
square miles of area. Two months Is
but a short period for this work, but
that was about as long as the expedi-
tion expected to spend in this part of
tho task. With the coming of May tho
winter camp was to be abandoned, and
so too eleven of the ponies. Only four
of these sure footed animals and a llko
number of loaded sleds were thereafter
to constitute the transport.

If all goes well with Capt. Koch and
his companions they should reach Uper-nav- ik

some time this month or at tho
latest before the end of August.

feature showing a radical difference from
the procedure in laying out the regula-
tion trunk lines.

As might naturally bo expected, the
monorail system has been strongly urged
by some of tho people very much con-
cerned in promoting rapid transit both
for mail and for passenger service, and
one of the most interesting of these con-
templates doing tho double duty of carry-
ing Hoplo and postal matter at a rato of
200 miles an hour. Tho engineers havo
figured that this could be done at a fuel
cost not exceeding three cents a milo.
Whether this ambitious project will sen
its accomp.ishmtnt within our time is
of course debatable, but tho elements of
risk are less than most people would
Imagine, thanks to the stabilizing powers
of the gyroscope, imi.rovements in elec-
trical propulsion and the metallurgical
advances which make it possiblo to ob-
tain lighter and stronger materials than
could be had a few years ago.

About a year ago tho engineering world
wns decidedly interested in the demon-- trating performances of a small lovitated
railway, tho climax of years of study on
the part of its mventor, Kmilo Uachelet.
I'ertuinly that smail installation did some
remarkable things, and tho question is,

in

transporting

Pennsylvania

transpor-
tation

amWWWWWTjZMdH'-amWBMmammWWWBilMm- TammwWmmWWWWWWWWWWWWWWma if W.,m

t.b . v m m m m m m. maaaaaaaaaaaaaam maaaaaaaaam ' r mm utiii tx mil nis.iw iiiaiii uu iiiuur iu nit un

IISSiSBSll' '"1
w- SBb va'arnVVeoxr'mattaggreT

-- JOTr..-rr . laMagrrltgu;, A BSMIBBHVP' weight, with the car. aTtotsl
lmmmmmmWFBrVr-- : - - t 1 t ;'aiiiMPaifciJfcfcr I I ot about WO pounds; and from New York'"" 1 1 r. . , , to Boston he prophesied a eneed in trmnalt

jo "JTIum r"lnefP Mrn. , S mira waow on j(on of quite 300 miles an hour.

t


